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The Memory Makeover
Linking the Past to the Future
“Everything has beauty but not everyone can see.”

This phrase pops up and captures the hearts of those who click into the website
burana.co.th of Burana Sathann, a small design studio noted for its expertise in old buildings
renovation projects. Presently, old buildings are mostly deserted and become dilapidated over
time, but Burana Sathann is the only design team who see good things in those traces of the
past, and try to preserve this value for the next generation.

“One Udomsuk”, the beginning of renovation project

)

“Friend” or Chidchanok Pleesudjai, the engineer, and the two female architects—"Aung’
or Aungsana Boonkasem and “Green” Rattamonta Pinkaew, who represent Burana Sathann
team said the company has a clear stance in its work to restore old buildings since it once got
a chance to carry out the project to develop an old commercial building with expired lease,
which is located next to Udomsuk skytrain station. The building had been deserted for years
until it became a drug haven threatening the passersby. After Burana Sathann turned the place
into a community mall called “One Udomsuk” with availability of restaurants, a convenient
store, a drugstore, café, and co-working space, etc., the team has ever since fallen for the
charms of old buildings renovation projects, and became devoted to this particular type of
work.

“In the case of One Udomsuk Project, many other companies also submitted their
design proposals, but our team was chosen because we tried to reuse old items that existed in
the building, such as the doors. Renovation work is an improvement of original stuffs, so we
need to pay attention to every detail from the thinking process to construction and finally
completion of the project.

With the above mentioned problems, the building plan was made with a convenient
store being placed near the entrance to the skytrain station, and restaurants being located at
the inner zone near the passage to the community market. A waiting area for taxi-motorcycles
was designed at the front space even before the project started. This is a small point that
might be overlooked by other companies, but for Burana Sathann team, the design work must
connect the original way of life to the renewed space, and in every step must not affect people
and the existing environment around the project.

A project worth renovating

“Among the projects we are doing now, I like the renovation of an old house in Wat
Ratchanatdaram Worawihan Community to turn it into a hostel. As we all know, there are only
few old communities left in Bangkok. The community here dated back to the reign of King
Rama III, while the house was built in the reign of King Rama V and is expected to be over
hundred years old. In the future, if we have a chance, we are interested in the old-house zone
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in Si Phraya and Tha Tien areas where local residents still conserve the original architecture
and way of life.”

“Before the work starts, we need to summarize the purposes with the project owners
to clarify what they are doing for. It’s not necessary that after renovation the building must
look the same or similar to the original. Instead, it may look modern or more contemporary
since the house or building with its utility will be passed on to the future. However, we still
focus on keeping the feelings of the old house, or preserving some old items, such as parts of
the floor and walls, etc.”

The invisible charms and challenges of the work

“For new construction projects, we can manage time and cost following the plan, but
renovating old buildings is different. There’s always something out of plan, and we’ll never
know it until we look into the inside structure. Many times we found it beyond expectation,
and there are a lot of problems to be solved on site. If we look at this from a business
perspective, not so many companies would like to do renovation work. However, Burana
Sathann sees it as an attraction. Each project may be completely different, so our work doesn’t
have a fixed pattern. The process always needs to be adjusted to get the work done in
accordance with planned budget and timeframe. We feel this is a challenge of the work.”

“Time may lessen the suitability of that area, but renovation will give new life to those
old houses of our grandparents’ generation, or bring back functionality of those deserted
buildings, turning them into the space where the next generation can come back and stay
together, instead of living separately in condominiums or suburban housing estates. It's a
revitalization of new memories in the old places, and that’s the charm that makes us fall in
love with this work.”



