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Rethink and Reconstruct
Aung” - Aungsana Boonkasem, and “Friend” - Chidchanok Pleesudjai

“Burana Sathann”, a deserted building that returns to life

Amidst the deserted old buildings, some areas were adjusted and turned into living
accommodation to meet lifestyles of the new generation, while some areas and their
significant histories were forgotten. “Burana Sathann” was founded in order to find the
balance—neither demolition nor abandonment, but a renovation to bring a building back to
life in a way it should be, which is certainly up to date.

Under the work norms of the team of architects and engineers who are working with
old structures in a friendly manner—that is, the buildings won’t be demolished or removed,
but renovated only to preserve every piece of architecture in perfect condition—they have to
remain insistent with their thoughts, as many times they have to fight with the new idea that
prefers a complete change of a building.

“Actually we don’t just look at the beauty of a building, but we look further to the way of
life of people in the community. If an old building was demolished and replaced by a
skyscraper, how people in the vicinity will live their lives, how many of them will lose their
jobs, and how many will be so affected that they can no longer stay?”

If a doctor is compared to a healer for human life, Burana Sathann is an architect who
gives new life to a deserted old building.

“What’s important in renovation work is creativity, as we have to overthrow every old
thinking that did not believe in possibility and make it happen. This indeed is more difficult
than remaking because each piece of work has no original model, which is different from
building a new structure. Besides, we also think of how to make local people benefit the most,
without losing anything, from our renovation. Although it is hard, we're glad we have a chance
to do it,” Friend or Chidchanok Pleesudjai, one of the female architects in Burana Sathann
team told Marie Claire.

“If you ask about a big goal in the future of Burana Sathann, we haven’t seen it yet, but
our short-term goal is to achieve more perfect renovation work with least defect. In other
words, we want to make difficult things more simple, as every work is still causing us a
headache now,” said Aung or Aungsana Boonkasem, the project’s architect “When it’s finished,
we're proud that our work makes everyone happy.”

Getting to work is difficult, yet what needs to be done before the work starts is not
easier. “Because we renovate something, we need to find every detail of the needed
information, so that we won'’t destroy the original intention of the former construction team.
For example, to renovate an old building, it's not just the building plan we have to pay
attention to. Even the old iron bars, we have to trace back the history until we discover that
they are significant. Therefore, instead of removing those old bars, we chose to repair them.
This is the difficulty in every detail”
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Apart from the intention to renovate, what Burana Sathann has been doing consistently
and wanted to raise others’ awareness in design work is the space for the elderly and people
with disabilities. “It is an important thing that should not be overlooked.” That’s a good idea
from the designers who focus on utility purpose as much as beauty.



