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Renovating the Town
Burana Sathann

* Renovation of old buildings is one of the town restoration strategies, to bring a once
deserted area back to life, instigating movements and building economy in the area.
Some old buildings have their functions changed into public space, while some are used
for commercial businesses, such as those booming hostels.

With that concept, a small group of people are taking up renovation work heartily and
outstandingly. That is “Burana Sathann”, a design studio led by the three female
architects and engineers, “Prae” or Praepailin Janthanachotiwong, “Aung” or Aungsana
Boonkasem, and “Friend” or Chidchanok Pleesudjai. They all hope that the work of
Burana Sathann will become a model and inspiration for urban people to see the value
and charms of old buildings as they do.

The value of old buildings

Presently, the urban environment is full of tall buildings constructed with advanced
technology and new engineering techniques, while standing here and there between them are
the old houses and structures that were once booming in the past but are now deserted and
partly covered by trees. Such landscape is clearly seen from a BTS skytrain view.

Prae, Aung and Friend are the young generation who have grown up in that urban
environment. When they had a chance to study architecture and engineering, the courses were
mostly focused on newly constructed buildings. The three began to have questions in mind.
They wondered whether nobody ever looked at the old buildings, and if left unattended, how
those structures would become. Besides, they had seen other cases from foreign countries
where renovation of old buildings could bring back their charms and value in a way that
cannot be found from a new structure. With that initiative, “Burana Sathann” was born.

“In our view, new and old buildings can stay together. We just have to look at the
context and think of how we can adjust them to make them fit for the new lifestyles,” Aung
explained on the main concept.

Apart from physical features, ‘Friend’ said the charm of old buildings is in the
structures themselves and the surrounding context that can tell stories about the past way of
life.

“Fifty years later, if we look back into an old community, we will learn the past way of
life, why this kind of building was built, why the stairs were located at this side, or why the
toilet is so big. These features tell us how ancient people in this community lived their lives.
It's something no one ever told us, but we can learn from what remains,” said Friend.



Katanu, 2016, ‘Renovating The Town’, GM, March, p.84-84.

Prae cited the “One Udomsuk” Project at Soi Sukhumvit 103, where Burana Sathann’s
rented office is also located. Prae said when the old building returns to functionality, with its
space being rented by shops and stores, the community is back to life.

“Previously this area was deserted. Actually, it's a passage that everyone would like to
walk through because it’s a shortcut to Udomsuk, but since the building were deserted, at
night the area was dark and scary, and drugs were smuggled here. However, after the buildings
were renovated, they have offered space everyone can walk. The darkened area becomes
lighted and safe, with music being heard all over the place. Everyone is ready to come in to use
the space, some having their appointments here. The opening shops also attract old and new
customers. The project itself has earned enough income although it has still maintained the
original structure that has been for over 30 years.”

A conceptual renovation

In a normal work process, the clients usually come in first to seek consultation on
whether the buildings should be preserved or demolished. In most cases, Burana Sathann
suggest that the owners keep their buildings because they can be adjusted to the future.
However, if it seems not worth the cost, or any other reason, the clients can exchange their
thoughts and ideas. It is not that everything has to be preserved.

Finally, when the concept is clear, the working team may have to look beyond that. As
the building they’re going to work on is an old building in the original space, any adjustment
they make will have certain impact on the environmental context. Therefore, the resolution
must take into account all the surrounding factors. Sometimes a history might be studied and
applied.

“When we meet the clients or go on-site, most clients usually have their experiences
with the areas before. They may tell us about the urban context around the place, the history
and place utility which have been changed from past to present. This may sound simple, but
when we listen to our clients and try to imagine, there will be some kinds of rooted memories.
If we can extend them, that might become a unique selling point of the place. By this way, the
value is increased without spending too much money,” Aung said.

The renovation work of Burana Sathann is not about remaking the ceiling, repainting,
changing flooring materials or just putting in any design style. It has a deeper concept with
meaning in everything. There’s certain reason why something is placed here and there. It
could be one of the design styles mixed with the self and characters of the owners, the places,
context or certain things combined into a piece of work. This was originated from a careful
selection and shared thoughts between the renovation team and the owners, which
sometimes led to a new style.
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The cost is passion.

According to the three of them, people usually think that renovation is cheaper than
building a new structure, which is not true. Sometimes a building is so old and requiring so
much modification that it costs a lot more than demolition and rebuilding a new one.

“That’s why most people feel that actually they want to preserve old buildings, but
since the cost is unaffordable, it’s better getting a new structure. Only the persons who have
true passion are willing to pay in order to preserve those old buildings. For us, finding a way to
meet our clients’ demands is a difficult thing,” said Friend.

Prae explained, “Each building is different, with something that has to be fixed, and
some parts to be extended. So we have no fixed formula for our work. Everything needs a new
plan, a new thinking, a new solution. The solution to each problem is not the same. We need to
keep learning, experiencing new things, and we have to find a point that’s worth the cost, the
point of moderation for each project. It’s not just about finishing the project with a good-
looking appearance, but our clients must be able to run their businesses.”

Presently, Burana Sathann is focusing on commercial work, such as hostels which have
been booming recently. Many clients came to them with their hostel plans. However, the three
are planning from now on to focus more on the work involving public space.

“At present, several groups are seeing the value of old buildings and start working on
them. This may still be in a small number, but at least it’s a good sign. We ourselves are only a
small group doing something small with a house or a building. We don’t have enough power to
change a whole town. Therefore, we hope our presented work will play a part in making
people realize that we can do it this way with a building, that it can be adjusted this way
without having to be demolished. We hope to be an inspiration, probably creating more
networks of this kind. In the end, we expect to see many harmonious communities joining
together which will finally make a livable and better city,” said Prae.

Of course, this idea is neither a denial of anything new nor a 100-percent preservation
of everything. Instead, it’s an effort to make everything stay together and still able to go on.



