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Burana Sathann : Savior of old buildings

Constructing a building is hard, but renovating it to make the structure long-lasting is even harder. At the time when the old and new
generations kept evading renovation work, the room was left open for Burana Sathann to meddle in by renovating buildings and places to
bring back their beauty and completion without discarding the identities, memories and meaning of those places. Itis such a good thing that
the significance of those structures have been realized with strong passion to preserve them by people from the young generation like
Praepailin Janthanachotiwong, Aungsana Boonkasem, and Chidchanok Pleesudjai, the three representatives from Burana Sathann.

Recalling her beginning with Burana Sathann, Praepailin said “I don’t want to work on a new creation. Seeing a lot of new buildings
mushrooming here and there, I've been fed up with them. I want to do something that not so many people do. Besides, the responsibility we
have for work will get us through without feeling bored with it. Therefore, I chose the work that I can be with it for a long time”

Another partner, Aungsana also told her story.

“I would like to work in an office that’s not too big which I think there’ll be a lot for me to learn. Here we don’t have a lot of team
members, but everyone has his or her own duty to carry out. This is a good chance to learn the complete cycle of our work, and see many
things clearly.”

Chidchanok, who has just graduated from Chulalongkorn University’s Faculty of Engineering, said,”I've got my job at Burana Sathann
right after my graduation. For me, working is not just about the work we do. It includes everything in the society we live in. Everyone here
needs to share similar thoughts, and be the person of the same style in order to get along with one another.”

The work method of Burana Sathann was clarified by Praepailin, who explained that, “We need to do whatever to bring back the charm
of an old age building, making sure that our work is not outdated. If we just follow the trend, by the time we finish our work, it could be going
out of trend. Therefore, we need to find some idea to make that old building most charming. The natural beauty of the architecture itself is
another thing to take into account. Sometimes, the surrounding components also help beautify the building as time passes by. The older
generation left us a lot of thoughts and ideas. Now it depends on us, the new generation, to think about how to build on those ideas and to
which direction.”

Responding to Daybeds’ question on how a trend has influenced the designs of Burana Sathann, Praepailin said it partly depends on the
owners’ taste and styles.
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“Seeing what trends we are in and what will happen next, we will offer our advice based on our clients’ lifestyle. This will last forever
because it is their own ‘self’, their own characters that appear in our design, which is timeless,” said Praepailin.

Aungsana added, “Although we are designers at this moment, in the future the owners will be the ones who take care of the buildings.
Participation will make everyone love the work we created, and the outcome will be good.”

Explaining further about distinctiveness of Burana Sathann, Aungsana said, “The work we do must value the original places and show
respect in some ideas which may be good or bad. It must contain something that has certain meanings to our clients. That will be a good
memory, which is valued beyond money. As we are a small organization, we can preserve these things. A big company may not pay attention
to this. When we are big, we may not see things that are small, but Burana Sathann is a kind of office that can give us such things.”

Chidchanok expected her clients to think the same as they do.

“It’s like when we are selling something beautiful, we don’t want our customers to buy the stuff and laugh at it. We want them to
appreciate the things they bought. That’s our distinctive point,” she said.

As to how the work of Burana Sathann will be like in the future, Praepailin replied, “We may do less pieces of work, but they will be
better with more quality.”

Aungsana added, “With the small team we have, if a conceptual structure is too big, we may not be able to achieve it, either in terms of
concept or business.”

Chidchanok, meanwhile, concluded, “A construction business itself is risky, yet renovation is even riskier. The reason we still keep doing
it is because we feel that people of our age are less insecure, and it’s better than taking a risk when we get older, as we will have a lot more to
be responsible for. So it’s a perfect time for us to do it right here.”

[t could be said that the three of them—Praepailin, Aungsana, and Chidchanok—have gained wider perspectives on their work. They
discovered some fun that is hidden even in a stressful work, and it’s worth their sweat to learn and remember their solutions to each problem,
in order to prevent it from happening again. This will be reflected in the identity of Burana Sathann, which will remain steadfast on renovation
work because it is their dream. For all of them, it’s a happiness found from seeing an old building return to liveliness, and they know how
meaningful that feeling would be.
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Quote ::

“Whatever is a trend or a fashion usually comes fast and goes fast. But our renovation didn’t come from a trend. We put our hearts into
those places and keep maintaining the original functions. Actually, human perception is so complicating. If we don’t put our own desires into a
design work, that work will be reasonable. Whatever is caused by a desire will not last long, but whatever is caused from anything in need will last
longer because it has a supporting reason.”

-Praepailin Janthanachotiwong / Burana Sathann



